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CLAIMS : 
What is claimed is: 

l\ A method for treating an autoimmune disease of the mouth, comprising 
^<^a!^ a patient in need of such treatment with an effective 

x amount of a^pufine analogs a pharmaceutical salt thereof. 



/ 2. Thej&etfeod^fCT^im 1, wherein said purine analog is a member selected 
from thg^r6up consistingW^^ 6-mercaptopurine, and 6-thioguanine 

lueotide. 




of Claim 1, wherein said purine analog is azathioprmeor>, 



✓4. The method of Claim 1, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 

C • 

includes a member selected from the group consisting of oral lichen planus^oraT^^q^ 
stomatitis, pemphigoid, pemphigus vulgaris, oral lupus, oral graft-versus-host disease, 
and lichenoid changes and aphthae associated with AIDS. 



5. The method of Claim 1 , wherein said a^mhioprine or a pharmaceutically 
table salt thereof is in a solution or suspensjdn at a concentration between 0.5 and 
ml. 



/ 6. The method of ClaimX wherein said azathioprine or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof is administered at a dosage between 50 and 250 mg/day. 



y 7. The meth^of Claim 1 , wherein said azathioprine or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereofis administered in a solution or a suspension. 
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The method of Claim 1 , wherein said azathioprine or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof is administered in the formxffa member selected from the group 
consisting of a lozenge, a lollipop, a pellet^a^ream, a gel, an ointment, a quick dissolving 
tablet, gum, or a mucosal adhesive. 

9?) The method of Glmm 1 , wherein said step of topically contacting includes 
rinsinglhe mouth of said patient with said effective amount of azathioprine or a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof for at least one minute; and 

swallowing sai<^(effective amount after said step of rinsing. 

/ 10. ; The n/ethod of Claim 1, wherein said step of topically contacting includes 



rinsing said mouth \iith said effective amount of azathioprine or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof for at least one minute, and thereafter expectorating said 
azathioprine withopt swallowing. + 

j/l 1. The method of^Sim 1, further comprising systemically administering an^ 
effective amount of a memfra- sheered from the group consisting of a steroidal anti- 
inflammatory compoiW, a ra>n-stej#Wal anti-inflammatory compound, and an 
immunosuppressant u 

J 12. The method of Claim 1 , wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth is 
oral lichen planus. 

^13. The method of Claim 1 , wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth is 
oral graft- versus-host disease. 

J 14. The method of Claim 1, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth is 
pemphigoid. 
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. y \ 5 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth is 
pemphigus vulgaris. 

\f 16. The method of Claim 1, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth is 
5 oral lupus. 

\l\ The method of Claim 1, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth is 
oral aphthous stomatitis. 

^1 8y The method of Claim l^j\to disease of the mouth is 

enoid changes and aphthae as^erfated with acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
S). 




^ 19. /k method for preventing an autoimmune disease of the mouth, comprising 
1 5 topically exacting the mouth of a patient in need of such treatment with an effective 
* amounVof a purine analog or a pharmaceutical salt thereof. 



^ 20. JP*?4fietW of Claim 19, wherein said purine analog is a member selected 
from tjie^oup/cojj^ti^g of a^tffftoprine, 6-mercaptopurine, and 6-thioguanine 
20 jarfcleotide. 




of Claim 19, wherein said purine analog is azathioprine or a 
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/ 22. The method of Claim 19, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 
includes a member selected from the group consisting of oral lichen planus, oral aphthous 
stomatitis, pemphigoid, pemphigus vulgaris, oral lupus, oral graft-versus-host disease, 
and lichenoid changes and aphthae associated with AIDS. 
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23j The method of Claim 1 9, whereinsajd^^ or a pharmaceutically 

ceptable salt thereof is in a solution or j>jwt$6nsion at a concentration between 0.5 and 
50 mg/ml. 

y 24. The method of Claim 1 9, wherein said azathioprine or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereofrfs administered at a dosage between 50 and 250 mg/day. 



^25. The Aiethod of Claim 19, wherein said azathioprine or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof is administered in a solution or a suspension. 

J 26. t he method of Claim 1 9, wherein said azathioprine or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt/thereof is administered in the form of a member selected from the group 
consisting of a lozenge, a lollipop, a pellet, a cream, a gel, an ointment, a quick dissolving 
tablet, gum, of a mucosal adhesive. 



The method of Claim 19, wherein said step of topically contacting 
includesrmsimg the mouth of said patient with said effective amount of azathioprine or a 
pharmaceutic illy acceptable salt thereof for at least one minute; and 
swalk wing said effective amount after said step of rinsing. 



The method of Claim 19, wherein said step of topically contacting 
includes rinsiAg said mouth with said effective amount of azathioprine or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof for at least one minute, and thereafter 
expectorating said azathioprine without swallowing. 



J: 



29. The methoj 
effective amount of a m 
inflammatory compo 
immunosuppressi 




19, further comprising systemically administering an 
ted from the group consisting of a steroidal anti- 
roidal anti-inflammatory compound, and an 
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30. The method of Claim 19, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 
is oral lichen planus. 



J 3 1 . * s The method of Claim 1 9, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 
5 is oral graft-versus-host disease. 

J 32. The method of Claim 1 9, wherein said autoimmune disease of th.e mouth 
is pemphigoid. 

10 y 33. The method of Claim 1 9, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 

is pemphigus vulgaris. 
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J 34. The method of Claim 19, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 
is oral lupus. 

^5^/ The method of Claim 1 9, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 
is oral aphthous stomatitis. 

3^p TJielnethod of Claim 19, wherein said autoimmune disease of the mouth 
is lichenpkTchanges and aphthae associated with acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
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